Ventura College Academic Senate*
Resolution on Defining Student Success at Ventura College

Whereas, various stakeholders both throughout the state of California and within the Ventura County Community College District are keenly interested in defining what “student success” means; and 

Whereas, the Ventura College Academic Senate through the use of multiple measures has engaged the faculty of Ventura College in defining student success; and
Whereas, we, the faculty of Ventura College recognize the inherent dangers of even attempting to define, much less quantify, something as elusive and inherently indefinable and unquantifiable as “student success”; and 
Whereas, we further recognize that, at a profound level, there is no one definition of student success as this is a concept best defined by each student’s own intrinsic goals; 
Whereas, we, the faculty of Ventura College recognize that success is dependent on many factors, including what the college faculty do, as much as it is dependent on what the student wants and how he/she attitudinally and behaviorally approaches college; 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Ventura College Academic Senate, in no particular or ranked order, see success as demonstrated by, but not limited to, our students encompassing any of the following statements:
· The demonstration of critical thinking and reasoning skills

· The obtainment of area/discipline-specific knowledge

· The learning of content or skills from a class and applying this to one’s work/life/ continuing course of study

· The completion of a course with a grade of A, B or C grade

· The attainment of the logical end point of one’s program, degree, certification or transfer
· Progress toward a self-defined goal in an efficient manner

· Workforce development and career advancement

· Personal growth and development

· That for some students, especially first-generation college students, that just attending to college in and of itself, is success

· That completion of college is not the only avenue to success in one’s life

· For some students, realizing that college is not right for them—but that if and when they are ready for college that the open access philosophy of California Community Colleges means that they can always come back to us when they are ready

*Presented to the Senate Council for First Reading Nov. 17, 2011; Revised by Senate Exec and presented as a Second Reading and Adopted Dec. 1, 2011. 
