The Seven Main Comma Rules for Sentences, with examples
Write two original sentences below each rule to illustrate how that rule works.

1.  Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction when it is used to connect two separate, complete sentences. There are only seven of these conjunctions:  for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.  (an acronym to help you remember these is FANBOYS.)
2.  Use a comma between items in a series.

3.  Use a comma after an introductory phrase or word.

4.  Use a comma before an afterthought.
5.  Use a comma on both sides of non-essential material.  It is "non-essential" if the sentence still makes sense and is complete without it.
6. When quoting a person’s words, place a comma between the explanation words and the quoted words.
7.  If one of the six previous rules does not apply, do not use a comma! (no example needed)
